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Dear Mr. Merritt: 


ER: 60-7075/A 

STAT 


£ 


Mr. Dulles has asked me to acknowledge and thank you for 
your letter of 7 September I960 concerning the case of Mr. Francis 
G. Powers. 


I would like to mention that Powers was over a hundred days 
in solitary confinement without access to family, friends, his own 
legal advisors, or any United States Embassy representative prior 
to his trial, the* undoubtedly the Soviets had drummed into his mind 
what they wished to come out at the trial, and that this can be done 
and be effective even short of the techniques of ‘‘brain washing. 

Furthermore, even though the trial itself is over. Powers is 
still a prisoner of the Soviet, and we should be careful in our 
comments that we do nothing to make his awn situation more 
difficult. 


While I am aware that the above does not fully answer all the 
points you have raised, I hope you will find it helpful and I only 
wish that I could be more responsive, but at this time it would not 
be in the interests of the prisoner nor of national security to do so 
I might add that there is no evidence to support the suggestion 
quoted in paragraph three of your letter. 


Sincerely, 






■ 'l ^ :.* *•-> ■ .*• J:U- - 
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Mr. E. Merritt 




/ 



Dear Mr. Merritt: 


ER: 60-7075/A 



Mr. Dulles has asked me to acknowledge and thank you for 
your letter of 7 September I960 concerning the case of Mr. Francis 
G. Powers. 

1 weald like to mention that Powers was over a hundred days 
in solitary confinement without access to family, friends, his own 
legal advisors, or any United States Embassy representative prior 
to his trial, that undoubtedly the Soviets had drummed into hie mind 
what they wished te come out at tee trial, and that thin can be done 
and bo effective even short of the techniques of "brain washing. " 

Furthermore, even though the trial itself is over. Powers is 
still a prisoner of the Soviet, and we should be careful in our 
comments that we do nothing to make Ms own situation more 
difficult. 

While 1 am aware that tee above does not telly answer all the 
points yen faavs raised, X hope you will find It helptel end 1 only 
wish that I could be more responsive, but at this time it would not 
be in the interests of the prisoner nor of national security to do so, 

1 might add teat tear* Is no evidence te support the suggestion 
quoted in paragraph teres of your letter. 

Sincerely, 




Executive Officer 
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Star Mr. Merritt: 


X have 
30 August 


s 


***** r**d with clot* attention your letter of 
«*» of Mr. Fxeneis 0. Powers. 


I *ould Hks to nsntioa that Powers wee over a handled days la 
solitary cenflnmaat without aeoaas to fheily, friends, hla ova legal 
advisors, or any Hal t e d States Menp representative prior to >»«» trial 

.... torirt. taTssrs rsrZd 

to comb out at the trial, and that this aaa ba ftoaa and he effbetlv* 
seen abort of the techniques of ’brain washing.- 


f OT £*■?£ I******" 1 •*» «**«*Jy valuable service 

Si gla co onty. Anraagsusnts have been eade to eoatlaue 

aia salary accruals without re d uc tion ©f Mounts. This deteraiaatloa la 
la accord with existing Federal laws which would be swOlsSstrSrlllan 
* a ^ Military pmosel »Ukt under similar rlrmtnetsnnes 
furthame, even though the trial itself Is over, Fmlimil a prU- 
onw of the Soviet, and w* s houl d ba careful in bur consents that we dc 
nothing to eake his own situation eore difficult. 


vou ^f^T* *“* 001 *11 the points 

r * 1##4 ' I hope you will find it helpful, end I only wish that I 
could btion raaponsiva, but at this tine it would not be In the interest* 
of the prisoner nor of national security to do so. 


Sincerely, 

Alisa V. Dulles 
Director 
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Director, 

Central Intelligence Administration, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sirs 

I enclose a few clippings from the St.Louis Globe Democrat showing how 
these people feel about Powers and his actions. 

rfhen we first heard of the incident, we also heard that he was supposed to 
destroy himself and plane rather than get into the hahds of the Russians. CPYRGHT 
let later on no mention of these facts was heard. 


I quote from Bob Consodine column] " A friend just, call ad 

was now reason to believe that Polers is a double agentsThat he was not shot 

n n. ran + ~ _ i ' 1 II ^ . 


down, but landed the spy plane at 
to his real bosses (the Russians) 
a #0,000,00 bonus per trip, 11 


Sverdlvosk and turned his pictures over 
[after talcing us for $2500. 00 a month, plus 


Jus rather has said he did not think he aas 


snot down* 

many people^besides writing /think the same thing about Powers; at least 
he was most unpatriotic doing and saying what he did, and the people in 
Washington are certainly very generous with our, the taxpapers', money. 

k! ft? ° be f: . ord0rs a “ d should net be paid while in Russia. He should not 
be allowed back in our country ever/md far stricter screening snould be taken 
or any one in your department* 


Sincerely, 
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agree; and wonder how our 
men and their families in SAC 
and those in the other defense 
services feel when they read 
of the cowardly whining for 
pity by Francis Powers and 

^The men in our services pe- 
form their dangerous job ot 
defending our country and our 
freedom at a fraction > of $30 
000 a year. Many make 
sacrifices, both personal and 
financial, to remain w the 
service. The widows and or 
ohans of the many men sho 
down over international and 
United States waters and t 

— rjsjs-a 

courageous and unselfish me 


who protect our country, vath 

8912 Harrison ave., 
Brentwood- 


rHE MAIL BAG >/ ^ 

Hopes Other U-2 Pilots 


To tlje Editor: 

The editorial “Not Like Na- 
than Hale” certainly expressed 
my convictions regarding an 
event much in the news lately. 
During the past several years 
more than one GI received a 
bullet in the back of his head 
(at $50 per month, not $30,000 
per year) for getting caught 
behind enemy lines. 

It is a sad commentary on 
Mr. Powers’ patriotism that 
when he had the world listen- 
ing to him he was unable or 
unwilling to give a witness to 
our American way of life. The 
fact that he was sorry and now 
comes begging Khrushchev for 
mercy indicates— to me, at least 
—the attitude of a small boy 



who is crying because he can’t 
have his csike and eat it, too. 

I sincerely hope that other 
flyers on similar missions are 
AMERICAN MEN and not boys. 

RALPH E. BUREMAN 
Assistant Editor A 
THE CHRISTIAN 
Beaumont and Pine bl. 




